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MADISON – With below zero temperatures forecasted through next week, the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) is warning pet and
livestock owners to protect their animals during extreme cold.
“The most important part is preserving the lives of your animals, but preparing now can also
save you time and money on health-related costs,” said Dr. Yvonne Bellay, DATCP humane
program veterinarian. “Animals can suffer from hypothermia, frostbite, and other cold weather
injuries. Harsh conditions can also weaken their immune systems leaving them vulnerable to
illness.”
Owners should focus on three key areas:
•

Food: Outdoor animals will need more food than usual and at good quality to produce
body heat. As a general rule, nutrition requirements increase about 1 percent for every
degree the temperature falls below 20 F. For horses, nutritional needs increase at
temperatures below 45 F.

•

Shelter: For large animals, provide a dry place to get out of the wind, such as a windbreak
or three-sided shelter. Smaller animals will need an enclosed space to better retain body
heat. Make sure other buildings do not deflect wind or snow into the shelter. Keep animals
dry and provide bedding to help insulate them from frostbite.

•

Water: Provide access to fresh water daily – frozen streams or snow require an animal to
use body heat to melt it. Stock tank heaters and frost-proof waterers can help protect water
from freezing. If you do not have a heated bowl, fill the bowl with lukewarm water at least
twice a day.

More information about caring for animals in cold weather conditions is available through the
following resources:
•

Wisconsin Veterinary Medical Association:
o Caring for Large Animals in Winter: https://wvma.org/wvma-blog-feed/caring-forlarge-animals-in-winter
o Winter Safety Tips for Your Canine Companion: https://wvma.org/wvma-blogfeed/winter-safety-tips-for-your-canine-companion

•

American Veterinary Medical Association: Cold Weather Pet Safety
https://www.avma.org/public/PetCare/Pages/Cold-weather-pet-safety.aspx

DATCP’s Division of Animal Health monitors animal health and disease threats, promotes
humane treatment of animals, and provides licensing and registration regulation for animals in
Wisconsin. For more information about caring for animals in extreme weather visit DATCP’s
website at https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/PetsWeather.aspx.
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